
 Thornton Sustainability Programs 

The concept of sustainability is commonly divided into three general 
categories: Social, Economic, and Environmental. Adapted to the services 

provided by the City of Thornton, they can be thought of in the following ways: 

Social Sustainability:   

The ongoing actions and 

policies which maintain and 

improve quality of life for 

individual & corporate 

citizens as well as visitors to 

Thornton. This is done 

through the enhancement of 

social infrastructure, public 

safety and health systems, 

information sharing and 

access, fair and equitable 

governance, services to those 

in need, and other life 

sustaining and enriching 

opportunities.  

Economic Sustainability: 

Actions and policies which 

further the expansion and 

success of local and regional 

business concerns, expand 

employment opportunities, 

sustain profitability, promote 

safe and fair work 

environments, reduce 

operating costs, encourage 

research and development, 

provide necessary 

infrastructure and services, 

and generally improve the 

economic climate of the 

community. 

Environmental 

Sustainability:  

The ongoing actions and 

policies which enable and 

encourage citizens, 

businesses, and visitors to 

conduct their daily and long 

term activities in ways which 

are respectful to the natural 

environment, conserve 

resources, reduce pollution, 

and help ensure 

environmental justice for all 

community members.  

The primary operations of the City such as police and fire protection, municipal courts, 

infrastructure construction and maintenance, recreation services, building safety, and 

other services provide a foundation of safety and security for citizens and businesses 

throughout the community. Thornton also offers a number of programs which are 

specifically targeted toward the concept of sustainability. Many of these programs actually 

have multiple benefits. Highlights of these programs are listed on the following pages. 
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Programs and Services 

Prescription Drug Card Program 

Through a partnership with the 

National League of Cities (NLC), 

Thornton offers free cards to all 

residents, regardless of age, 

income, or existing health 

insurance which provides them an 

average of 20% off prescription 

drugs at participating 

pharmacies. 

Thornton Recycling  

Thornton offers residential, one-

container recycling materials pick-

up service twice each month. In 

addition, Thornton provides a 

special, city-wide Christmas tree 

pick-up and recycling service 

during the first week of January 

each year.  Used cooking oil can 

be bottled and delivered to the 

City’s Infrastructure Maintenance 

Center for recycling year-

round.  

City of Thornton Maps   

Via the City’s website and 

provided by the City’s GIS 

division, Thornton offers a wide 

variety of visual information 

about the physical aspects of 

the city. A sampling of these 

maps includes the following: 

zoning, annexation, current 

development projects, current 

and future land use, fire station 

locations, Enterprise Zone, and 

parks and recreation facilities. 

These maps are available free 

to anyone and may be used by 

businesses, developers, 

and residents. 

Thornton Cares    Thornton’s City Council knows there are people in our 

community who need help. The Council really understands these are 

difficult times and it has been working hard with City staff to find effective 

ways to help those who need it most. Now, people in Thornton can find 

help through the Thornton Cares program. This unique program provides 

assistance in many forms. Thornton Cares will help those in need by: 

Helping them find ways to put food on their family’s table  

Helping some people afford their water bills  

Providing an easy means for getting needed information to access the 

resources to provide valuable assistance during these difficult times  

Part of the Thornton Cares program is a partnership with the United 

Way’s service which links people to non-emergency health and human 

services. This program can be accessed at any time by calling 2-1-1. 

Composting Yard Waste 

Through a partnership with 

Colorado State University 

Extension, the City of Thornton 

encourages and provides a link 

to instructions and guidance 

about composting. The CSU 

Extension site provides 

Colorado-specific information 

about how to properly establish 

and maintain a composting bin 

and how the compost 

generated from it will provide 

benefits to your yard and 

garden. 

Business Improvement Grants 

BIG grants are primarily 

matching funds grants that, 

under separate guidelines, 

provide up to $30,000 for 

exterior facility improvements 

or up to $20,000 for interior 

improvements or for the 

purchase of equipment or 

machinery. They are designed 

to accelerate business 

improvements that will result in 

the creation and retention of 

jobs, increased sales revenue 

and increased capital 

investment in Thornton 

facilities. 



Water Conservation 

Given our location in Colorado’s 

high, semi-arid climate, Thornton 

asks that everyone do their part in 

helping to conserve our precious 

water resources. To advance this 

goal, the City of Thornton actively 

promotes water-reduction practices 

and provides guidance and useful 

tips to help people learn how to 

implement these measures at 

their homes.     

U.S. Passport Service  

The Thornton City Clerk’s Office is a 

U.S. Department of State designated 

Passport Application Acceptance 

Facility. U.S.  Citizens planning 

international travel may apply for 

passports at the office, which is 

located on the second floor of 

Thornton City Hall. 

Household Chemical and Electronic Waste Roundup 

Each year, through a longstanding partnerships between the City  

of Thornton and Tri-County Health Department, Thornton  

residents have the opportunity to bring many kinds of hazardous  

wastes to be disposed of properly. Many common household  

items such as paints, automotive fluids and batteries, and used 

electronic devices and components will cause  

environmental harm if disposed of with normal garbage. 

Thornton Arts and Cultural Center  

Living in a quality neighborhood is not only a result of well-

maintained homes and infrastructure, but having access to great 

cultural activities as well. The Thornton Arts and Cultural Center 

offers a wide variety of events and classes for the benefit of the 

entire Thornton Community. A sampling of activities includes 

concerts, art displays, dance classes, senior fitness classes, 

annual community reads, and community theatre 

performances.  

Programs and Services 

Snow Removal   

With over 1,200 lane miles of street 

surface in Thornton, more than 

120,000 residents, and 

approximately 1,100 commercial 

businesses, the City obligation to 

keep roadways passable is 

significant. To be most effective in 

helping everyone get to work and 

school safely, the City’s major 

arterial roads are cleared first, 

followed by local collector streets, 

school zones, and fire station zones. 

Depending on the amount of snow 

that has fallen, residential streets 

may also be plowed.  

Thornton Senior Center   

The Senior Center offers educational and recreational programs 

such as art and crafts, computer and exercise classes, holiday 

events, dances, volunteer opportunities, trips and outdoor 

recreational activities. The Thornton Senior Center also offers 

instructive classes, serves lunch five days a week, hosts social 

activities such as birthday celebrations, card and bingo games, 

as well as providing a senior billiards room and fitness center. 

Designed specifically for people 55 and older, the Thornton 

Senior Center is a great place to expand your social and 

community network. 


