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Subject:  An ordinance amending Section 38-430 of the City Code to increase the number of parking 
permits for recreational vehicles, motor homes, and trailers from two to four per calendar year. 

Recommended by: Jeff Coder Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

     Nizam  
 

Presenter(s):  Robin Brown, Senior City Development Analyst 
 

 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The City Code prohibits the parking of recreational vehicles, motorhomes, and trailers on public streets 
or at individual home sites in manufactured home parks unless actively being loaded or unloaded.  
However, the Code allows residents to request a 72-hour permit twice each year to park their 
recreational vehicle, motorhome, or trailer in those locations, subject to specific size and weight 
limitations.  These permits were originally intended to provide additional time for beginning and end of 
season activities for long-term travelers.  
 
Residents have expressed concern that two permits per year are not enough, as they need additional 
time for activities related to hunting, longer or repeated trips, and general maintenance.  The proposed 
amendments would increase the number of authorized permits to four per calendar year. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approval of the ordinance.  The proposed increase in the number 
of permits per year will provide additional flexibility for residents using recreational vehicles, 
motorhomes, and trailers, while continuing to address concerns related to large, cumbersome vehicles 
and trailers parking on public streets or at individual home sites in manufactured home parks. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS: 
 
None anticipated. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the ordinance as drafted to increase the number of parking permits for recreational 

vehicles, motorhomes, and trailers from two to four per calendar year. 
2. Approve the ordinance with changes directed by Council. 
3. Do not approve the ordinance. 

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
Council discussed this item at the Council Update on October 9, 2018 and gave direction to prepare an 
ordinance for formal consideration at a future meeting. 
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Section 38-430 of the City Code: 

• Prohibits the parking of a recreational vehicle, motorhome, or trailer on public streets or at 
individual home sites in manufactured home parks unless it is being actively loaded or unloaded.  
“Loading and unloading” is defined to include the charging of systems for up to 24 hours. 

• Allows the parking of recreational vehicles, motorhomes, and trailers in the driveway of a home, 
in the side or rear yard of a home on an approved parking surface, or in a recreational vehicle 
and utility vehicle storage area in a manufactured home park. 

• Allows residents to obtain two permits per calendar year to park a recreational vehicle, 
motorhome, or trailer on the public street, or at a home site in a manufactured home park.  
Permits are free and are issued for up to 72 hours each, subject to certain size and weight 
restrictions. 

 
Homeowners’ association (HOA) covenants often prohibit the parking of recreational vehicles, 
motorhomes, and trailers in driveways, leaving residents living in those areas with limited parking 
options.  The City does not enforce HOA covenants. 
 
Parking permits can be issued consecutively if requested by the resident.  The current Code allows two 
permits per calendar year, which means the recreational vehicle, motor home, or trailer could be parked 
for up to six days on the public street or at a home site in a manufactured home park.  Increasing the 
number of permits to four per year could result in 12 consecutive days of parking on the public street 
or at a home site. 
 
A violation (warning) notice is issued when a recreational vehicle, motorhome, or trailer is found parked 
on the street or at a home site, does not have a valid permit, and is not being actively loaded or 
unloaded.  The warning notice informs the responsible person of the City Code requirements. If the 
recreational vehicle, motorhome, or trailer remains in violation after 72 hours, it can be impounded.  
Residents who contact the City to request additional compliance time due to exigent circumstances can 
usually be accommodated, unless there is a history of repeated violations. 
 



 

 

 
INTRODUCED BY:            Nizam  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 38-430 OF THE CITY CODE TO INCREASE 
THE NUMBER OF PARKING PERMITS FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, MOTOR 
HOMES, AND TRAILERS FROM TWO TO FOUR PER CALENDAR YEAR. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 38-430 of the City Code prohibits the parking of recreational 
vehicles, motor homes, and any type of trailer on the public rights-of-way in residential 
zoning districts or at home sites in manufactured home parks, except while actively loading 
or unloading; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 38-430 allows recreational vehicles, motor homes, and trailers 

to be parked in the driveway of a home, in the side or rear yard of a home on an approved 
parking surface, or in a recreational vehicle or utility vehicle storage area in a manufactured 
home park; and 

 
WHEREAS, parking recreational vehicles, motor homes, and trailers on private 

property alleviates congestion on the City streets and mitigates impacts on neighboring 
residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 38-430 of the City Code currently allows residents to obtain 

two 72-hour permits per calendar year to park a recreational vehicle, motorhome, or trailer 
in the public rights-of-way, or at a home site in a manufactured home park, subject to 
specific size and weight requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, increasing the number of permits available per calendar year will 

provide additional flexibility for residents regularly using their recreational vehicle, motor 
home, or trailer; and 

 
WHEREAS, the number of permits available per year continues to be limited in 

order to address concerns related to large, cumbersome vehicles and trailers parking on 
public streets or at individual home sites in manufactured home parks; and 

 
WHEREAS, these amendments are necessary to promote the public health, 

safety, and welfare of the citizens. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Subsection 38-430(h) of the Code is hereby amended by the addition of the 
words double-underlined and the deletion of the words stricken to read as 
follows: 
 
Sec. 38-430. - Recreational vehicle, motor home and trailer parking. 
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(h) A permit for parking a recreational vehicle, motor home or trailer in the 
public right-of-way in residential zoning districts, or at home sites in 
manufactured home districts, may be requested from the city 
development department for up to twofour 72-hour periods per 
calendar year. No permit shall be granted for the parking of any 
recreational vehicle, motor home, or trailer exceeding either 24 feet in 
length or 13,000 pounds gross vehicle weight. 

 
2. If any portion of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for 

any reason, such decision shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of 
the remaining portions of this ordinance.  City Council hereby declares that 
it would have passed this ordinance and each part hereof irrespective of the 
fact that any one part be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
3. All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this 

ordinance or any portion hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency or conflict.   

 
4. The repeal or amendment of any provision of the Code by this ordinance 

shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change in whole or in part any 
penalty, forfeiture, or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have been 
incurred under such provision, and each provision shall be treated and held 
as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and all proper 
actions, suits, proceedings, and prosecutions for the enforcement of the 
penalty, forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the purpose of sustaining any 
judgment, decree, or order which can or may be rendered, entered, or made 
in such actions, suits, proceedings, or prosecutions. 

 
5. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage. 

 
 INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED on first reading, ordered posted in full, and title 
ordered published by the City Council of the City of Thornton, Colorado, on 
December 4, 2018. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on second and final reading on   , 2018. 
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 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
 
THIS ORDINANCE IS ON FILE IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION. 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
 
 
  
Luis A. Corchado, City Attorney 
 
PUBLICATION: 
 
Posted at City Hall, Margaret W. Carpenter Recreation Center, and Thornton Active Adult 
Center after first and second readings. 
 
Published on the City’s official website after first reading on December 5, 2018, and after 
second and final reading on  , 2018. 
 
 


