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Subject:  A resolution declaring October 7 through October 13, 2018 as National Fire Prevention 
Week and October 6 and October 7, 2018 as National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend. 

Recommended by: Gordon Olson Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

__________________ 
 

Presenter(s):  Gordon Olson, Fire Chief 
 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
The purpose of this resolution is to declare October 7 through October 13, 2018 as National Fire 
Prevention Week, to honor firefighters who lost their lives or became disabled in the line of duty in 
2017 and to observe October 6 and 7, 2018 as National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend. 
 
The 2018 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere.” 
works to educate people about three basic but essential steps to take to reduce the likelihood of 
having a fire and how to escape safely in the event of one: 
 

 “LOOK” for places fire could start. Take a good look around your home.  Identify potential fire 
hazards and take care of them.   

 “LISTEN” for the sound of the alarm.  You could have only minutes to escape safely once the 
smoke alarm sounds.   

 “LEARN” two ways out of every room and make sure all doors and windows leading to the 
outside open easily and are free of clutter. 

 
The purpose of Fire Prevention week is to bring awareness to the risk of death in case of a fire and 
provide educational resources to people of all ages in order to keep everyone safe.  The City will be 
educating residents about the importance of creating and practicing their home fire escape plan as 
well as emergency exiting in public buildings.  The City will also continue to remind citizens to check 
their smoke and carbon monoxide alarm expiration dates and placement, change their batteries when 
you change your clock, and test each of their home smoke alarms every month to ensure they are 
working.  Having a working smoke alarm cuts the chances of dying in a reported fire in half. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends approval of the resolution declaring October 7 through October 13, 2018 as 
National Fire Prevention Week and October 6 and 7, 2018 as the observance of National Fallen 
Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
The total supply cost for this event is approximately $3,200. 
 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
Fire Prevention Week was established as the result of the great Chicago fire of 1871 and is 
traditionally observed in the month of October.  It is the longest running public health and safety 
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observance, according to the National Archives and Records Administration’s Library Information 
Center. 
 
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), every year since 1925 the President of 
the United States has signed a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week, signaling national support of 
fire departments as they teach fire safety in their communities. 
 
2018 marks the 37th anniversary of National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend.  On Sunday, 
October 7, 2018, the American flag will be flown at half-staff at all City fire stations and all personnel 
will come to attention, render a salute, and maintain one minute of silence in memory of fallen 
firefighters. 
 
The T-Town Clowns Characterization Team and fire department personnel will provide fire safety 
education for over 3,500 students in kindergarten, first grade, and second grade classes in over 20 
public schools in the City of Thornton between September 24 and October 31, 2018. 
 
The City has established a great relationship with American Red Cross and Metropolitan State 
University’s Fire and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) High Education Program establishing a 
door-to-door smoke alarm campaign in late 2015.  To-date, the City has been able to complete all six 
manufactured home complexes in the City with over 1,200 smoke alarms installed.  All smoke alarms 
were provided through American Red Cross. 



 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING OCTOBER 7 THROUGH OCTOBER 13, 2018 AS 
NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK AND OCTOBER 6 AND OCTOBER 7, 2018 AS 
NATIONAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS’ MEMORIAL WEEKEND. 
 
 WHEREAS, the President of the United States has designated October 7 through 
October 13, 2018 as National Fire Prevention Week and October 6 and October 7, 2018 
as National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the members of the Fire Department play an essential role in 
safeguarding the lives and property of the residents of the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is of major importance that the Fire Department increase its efforts 
to reduce deaths, injuries, and property losses from fire; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is important that the residents know and understand the duties and 
responsibilities of their Fire Department and that the members of the Fire Department 
recognize their duty to serve the people of this City by safeguarding life and property; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, 103 firefighters who lost their lives in the performance of duty during 
2017 and previous years will be honored at a memorial service at the National Fallen 
Firefighters’ Memorial in Emmitsburg, Maryland; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to support and participate in National Fire 
Prevention Week activities and also desires to honor those fallen firefighters at the 
National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council calls upon all residents of the City and upon all 
patriotic, civic, and educational organizations to observe October 8 through October 13, 
2018, as National Fire Prevention Week and October 6 and 7, 2018 as National Fallen 
Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend in recognition of those firefighters who, through their 
courageous deeds, have made the supreme sacrifice or who have been disabled in the 
line of duty. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 October 7 through October 13, 2018 is hereby declared as National Fire 

Prevention Week and October 6 and October 7, 2018 is hereby declared 
National Fallen Firefighters’ Memorial Weekend.  

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Thornton, Colorado, on  , 2018. 
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 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 


