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SYNOPSIS:  
 
On May 22, 2018, City Council voted 7-2 to approve this ordinance on first reading. 
 
The proposed amendments reenact the mandatory minimum fine for firework violations of $500 for a 
first violation and $1000 minimum fine for a second violation within a 12-month period.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approval of the ordinance as the use of fireworks within the City 
presents a danger to the public health, safety, and welfare, and therefore, it is in the public interest to 
deter such use by the imposition of a minimum mandatory fine. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
Revenues received from violations of the fireworks ordinance will be used to offset the costs 
associated with additional public service materials and staff necessary for responding to fireworks 
complaints. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the ordinance reenacting the mandatory minimum fines for fireworks violations.  
2. Do not approve the ordinance reenacting the mandatory minimum fines for fireworks violations.  

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
The City has adopted the 2015 edition of the International Fire Code (IFC), which prohibits the 
possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks. 
 
Prior to the adoption of the 2015 IFC, the City had adopted the 2009 edition, which included the same 
prohibitions, but the City also included a local amendment at the time of the adoption requiring the 
imposition of a mandatory fine for violations as a means to deter the use and possession of fireworks. 
 
In 2016, when the City adopted the 2015 IFC, the City inadvertently excluded the re-adoption of a 
minimum mandatory fine for fireworks violations. 
 
The proposed ordinance reenacts the mandatory minimum fine of $500 for a first violation and a 
$1000 minimum fine for any subsequent violations within a 12-month period. 
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Staff intends to implement a public information campaign to ensure community awareness of the 
mandatory minimum fines. 



 

 

INTRODUCED BY:    Matkowsky   
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 38-214 AND SECTION 10-161 OF THE 
THORNTON CITY CODE PERTAINING TO THE REGULATION OF FIREWORKS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Thornton (City) has adopted, with amendments, the 2015 
edition of the International Fire Code by Sections 10-160 and 10-161 respectively of the 
Thornton City Code (City Code); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 38-214 of the City Code concerning Fireworks, Seizure, and 
Displays currently refers to provisions from the 2000 edition of the International Fire 
Code, rather than the 2015 edition of the International Fire Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 3110, adopted on September 8, 2009, amended 
subsection 3301.1.3 of Section 10-161 of the City Code, dealing with amendments to the 
International Fire Code, and specifically adopted a new amendment to the subsection on 
fireworks prohibition which requires imposition of a minimum mandatory fine on all first 
and second offense fireworks violations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 3397, adopted on August 24, 2016, adopted the 2015 
edition of the International Fire Code, which repealed and reenacted several references to 
the International Fire Code in Sections 10-160 and 10-161 of the City Code, including 
subsection 3301.1.3, which was reenacted as 5601.1.3, but the reenactment 
inadvertently excluded the re-adoption of a minimum mandatory fine for fireworks 
violations; and   
 
 WHEREAS, it is, therefore necessary to delete specific references to the 
International Fire Code in Section 38-214 of the City Code and simply refer to the current 
version of the International Fire Code; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is also necessary to amend the definition of the term “fireworks” in 
Section 38-214 of the City Code to more clearly define prohibited fireworks and to 
distinctly state that it is unlawful to violate Section 38-214 of the City Code, and to 
identify applicable penalties; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the possession and use of fireworks within the City presents a 
danger to the public health, safety, and welfare, and therefore it is in the public interest 
to deter such possession and use by the imposition of a minimum mandatory fine; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these amendments are necessary to protect and promote the public 
safety and welfare. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Section 38-214 of the City Code is hereby amended as follows with the 
addition of the words double-underlined and the deletion of the words 
stricken to read as follows: 

 
 Sec. 38-214. - Fireworks, seizure and displays. 
  

(a) Authority to seize fireworks.  
 
 (1)  The police chief or any police officer of the city is hereby granted the same 
authority as the fire chief to seize fireworks pursuant to applicable sections of the latest 
version as contained in Section 3301.7 of the 2000 International Fire Code as adopted 
and amended by the city.  
 
 (2)  The term "fireworks" as used in Section 38-214 shall subparagraph (1) is to 
have the same definition as fireworks as contained in the Section 3302.1 of the 2000 
International Fire Code as adopted and amended by the city. 
  

(b)  Restrictions on displays of fireworks.  
 

 (1)  Fireworks displays as authorized by applicable sections of the latest version 
of the Section 3308 of the 2000 International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the 
city, are not allowed in the city except as stated in subparagraph (2) of this Section 38-
214(b).  
 
 (2)  Fireworks displays are allowed in the city only for government sponsored or 
co-sponsored events. All permitting requirements contained in the applicable sections of 
the latest version of the International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the city 
aforementioned Section 3308 are required. The terms "government-sponsored or co-
sponsored" shall mean the state or a political subdivision of the state or the federal 
government or agency thereof. 
 

2. Section 5601.1.3 of Section 10-161 of the Amendments to the Fire Code 
in the City Code is hereby amended as follows with the addition of the 
words double underlined and the deletion of the words stricken to read as 
follows: 

 
5601.1.3 Fireworks. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of 
fireworks are prohibited.  
 
Any person who pleads guilty or is found guilty of a first violation shall be subject to a 
minimum mandatory fine in the amount of $500.00. Any person who pleads guilty or is 
found guilty of a second or subsequent violation within a 12-month period shall be 
subject to a minimum mandatory fine in the amount of $1000.00. 
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Exception: The use of fireworks for display as permitted in Section 5608. Fireworks 
displays are allowed in the City of Thornton only for government-sponsored or co-
sponsored events. The terms "government-sponsored or co-sponsored" shall mean the 
state or a political subdivision of the state or the federal government or agency thereof. 
 

3. If any portion of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for 
any reason, such decision shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of 
the remaining portions of this ordinance.  City Council hereby declares 
that it would have passed this ordinance and each part hereof irrespective 
of the fact that any one part be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
4. All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this 

ordinance or any portions hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency or conflict. 

 
5. The repeal or amendment of any provision of the Code by this ordinance 

shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change in whole or in part 
any penalty, forfeiture, or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have 
been incurred under such provision, and each provision shall be treated 
and held as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and 
all proper actions, suits, proceedings, and prosecutions for the 
enforcement of the penalty, forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the 
purpose of sustaining any judgment, decree, or order which can or may be 
rendered, entered, or made in such actions, suits, proceedings, or 
prosecutions. 

 
6. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage. 

 
 INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED on first reading, ordered posted in full, and title 
ordered published by the City Council of the City of Thornton, Colorado, on 
May 22, 2018. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on second and final reading on   , 2018. 
 
 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
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THIS ORDINANCE IS ON FILE IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION. 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
 
 
  
Luis A. Corchado, City Attorney 
 
PUBLICATION: 
 
Posted in six (6) public places after first and second readings. 
 
Published in the Northglenn-Thornton Sentinel after first reading on May 31, 2018, and 
after second and final reading on   , 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 


