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SYNOPSIS:  
 
The landscaping provisions in Chapter 18 of the City Code currently require the removal of all dead 
trees.  The proposed amendments will eliminate this general landscaping maintenance requirement, 
but continue to require the removal of dead or dying plants and shrubs.  Properties with an approved 
landscaping plan will still be required to remove and replace dead or dying trees, shrubs, and plants.  
Trees that are considered a safety concern will continue to be addressed through the enforcement 
provisions in Chapter 46. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends Alternative No.1, approval of the ordinance regarding the proposed amendments 
that will allow property owners and residents to remove dead trees as their personal and financial 
situation allows, while still requiring compliance with any approved landscaping plan. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
None anticipated. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the ordinance as drafted to eliminate the requirement for property owners to remove 

dead or dying trees for the purpose of property maintenance only and continue to require 
properties to comply with an approved landscaping plan. 

2. Approve the ordinance with changes directed by Council. 
3. Do not approve the ordinance and continue to require property owners to remove all dead trees. 

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): 
 
Staff estimates there are hundreds of dead trees on private property throughout the City, of various 
sizes and in various conditions. The cost to remove dead trees depends on the tree’s size, its location 
on the lot, and its proximity to structures or power lines; estimated costs range from a few hundred to 
several thousand dollars.  Many owners have intent to remove the dead tree(s), but need time to plan 
for the financial impact. 
 
Council discussed this item at a Planning Session on March 27, 2018 and gave direction to prepare 
the attached City Code amendments.  Council also discussed this item at a Planning Session on 
August 29, 2017. 
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In August 2016, Code Compliance staff were directed to suspend enforcement of the City Code 
Chapter 18 provisions that require property owners to remove dead trees for maintenance and 
aesthetic reasons. The suspension was based on Council’s desire to evaluate concerns expressed by 
a resident at a City Council meeting.  The resident disagreed with the tree removal requirement and 
was concerned about the financial burden of removing a dead tree that was not deemed hazardous 
or diseased.  This enforcement suspension did not include commercial, multifamily, and other 
properties that have a landscaping plan that was approved as a part of the development or 
redevelopment process. Most single-family homes, as well as older commercial and multifamily 
properties, do not have approved landscaping plans.  Therefore, property owners and residents at 
these locations must comply with the general landscaping maintenance provisions in the City Code. 
 
Chapter 46 of the City Code allows the City Forester to address diseased trees and trees that present 
a threat to the public health and safety. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE AND RESPONSE: 
 
Notice of the public hearing was advertised in the Northglenn-Thornton Sentinel on May 31, 2018. 



 

 

 
INTRODUCED BY:     
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 18-556 OF THE THORNTON CITY CODE 
REGARDING LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. 
 

WHEREAS, Chapter 18, also known as the Development Code, includes 
requirements and standards for permitted land uses in the City of Thornton; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Development Code includes specific landscaping maintenance 

standards that apply to all developed lots in Thornton, including the requirement for 
removal of all dead trees; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 46 of the Code includes a process by which diseased and 

hazardous trees can be removed, thus ensuring the safety of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the general maintenance requirements in Chapter 18 need to be 

amended to avoid duplicity and clarify maintenance expectations regarding trees, 
shrubs, and plants; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City finds these Code amendments are necessary to promote 

public health, safety, and welfare. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Section 18-556 of the Thornton City Code is hereby amended by the 
deletion of the words stricken and the addition of the words double-
underlined to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 18-556. - Maintenance requirements.  

 
(a) The property owner, developer, tenant, homeowners' association or 

special district which has assumed landscape maintenance responsibility 
shall keep all landscaping in a well-maintained and healthy growing 
condition. This means at a minimum taking the following actions as 
needed: 

 
(1) Regular mMowing, irrigatingon, weeding, fertilizing, pruning, and 

other maintenance appropriate for the type of all outside plant 
materials in the property. 
 

(2) Removal of trash, litter, weeds. 
 

(3) Treating plant materials that exhibit evidence of insect, pest or 
disease damage. 
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(5)(4) Replacement ofRemoving dead or dying plants and shrubs 

materials with specimens in good and healthy growing condition 
shall promote the intent and purpose of water-wise landscaping 
principles. 

 
(6)(5) Removing and Rreplacing dead plant materials, including trees, 

that are required by an approved landscaping plan within one 
month of their death or written notice of condition, except that 
during adverse weather conditions a longer period, not to exceed 
nine months, may be granted by the department. 
 

(7)(6) Replenishing natural landscape materials such as mulch, which no 
longer cover the area in which they were originally deposited so as 
to achieve full coverage to a minimum depth of three inches. 
 

(8)(7) Repairing, replacing or maintaining landscaping structural features, 
including but not limited to fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor 
artwork, screening walls, retaining walls, fences, benches or other 
street furniture elements, as necessary to maintain these items in 
good condition, if readily seen from an adjoining street, sidewalk or 
city-designated trail, park, landscape or open space area. 
 

(9)(8) Any other action necessary to maintain landscaping installed in 
accordance with an approved landscape plan. 

 
(b) The property owner, developer, tenant, homeowners' association or 

special district which has assumed landscape maintenance responsibility 
shall be responsible for the maintenance of the right-of-way landscape, 
unless maintenance responsibility has been specifically assigned to a 
different entity through the development permit process, or as specified in 
a recorded developer's agreement. 
 

(c) All landscape plantings and natural and manmade landscaping features 
required by an approved development permit shall be subject to periodic 
inspection by the city when necessary to ensure compliance with this 
chapter. 

 
2. If any portion of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for 

any reason, such decision shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of 
the remaining portions of this ordinance.  City Council hereby declares 
that it would have passed this ordinance and each part hereof irrespective 
of the fact that any one part be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 
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3. All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this 
ordinance or any portion hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency or conflict.   

 
4. The repeal or amendment of any provision of the Code by this ordinance 

shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change in whole or in part 
any penalty, forfeiture, or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have 
been incurred under such provision, and each provision shall be treated 
and held as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and 
all proper actions, suits, proceedings, and prosecutions for the 
enforcement of the penalty, forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the 
purpose of sustaining any judgment, decree, or order which can or may be 
rendered, entered, or made in such actions, suits, proceedings, or 
prosecutions. 

 
5. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage. 
 
 INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED on first reading, ordered posted in full, and title 
ordered published by the City Council of the City of Thornton, Colorado, on 
  , 2018. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on second and final reading on   , 2018. 
 
 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
 
THIS ORDINANCE IS ON FILE IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION. 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
 
  
Luis A. Corchado, City Attorney 
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PUBLICATION: 
 
Posted in six (6) public places after first and second readings. 
 
Published in the Northglenn-Thornton Sentinel after first reading on   , 2018,  
and after second and final reading on    , 2018. 


