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Subject:  A resolution recognizing Jim Kaiser, Senior Civil Engineer, for receiving the 2017 Colorado 
American Public Works Association Manager of the Year Award in the category of Drainage and 
Flood Control.  
Recommended by: City Council  Approved by: Kevin S. Woods  
 
Presenter(s):  City Council 

 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

   
 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
Jim Kaiser, Senior Civil Engineer, who also serves as the City of Thornton’s Floodplain Manager in 
addition to other responsibilities, received the 2017 Colorado Chapter of the American Public Works 
Association Manager of the Year Award in the category of Drainage and Flood Control for providing 
outstanding leadership and expertise in drainage and flood control.  As the Floodplain Manager, Jim 
is responsible for reviewing all floodplain permits and monitoring all construction projects within the 
mapped floodplain within the City.  Jim also serves as the staff liaison to the Urban Drainage and 
Flood Control District.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that City Council acknowledge and congratulate Jim Kaiser for receiving the 2017 
Colorado American Public Works Association Manager of the Year Award in the category of Drainage 
and Flood Control. 
  
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
None 
 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
Jim Kaiser has been a City employee for the past 10 years. 

 
 
 
 
 



R E S O L U T I O N 
 
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING JIM KAISER, SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER, FOR 
RECEIVING THE 2017 COLORADO AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION 
MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD IN THE CATEGORY OF DRAINAGE AND FLOOD 
CONTROL.  
 
 WHEREAS, Jim Kaiser, Senior Civil Engineer, who serves as Thornton’s 
Floodplain Manager in addition to other responsibilities, was nominated by his peers for 
the 2017 Colorado Chapter of the American Public Works Association (APWA) Manager 
of the Year Award for the Drainage and Flood Control Category; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Jim’s nomination for the  Award was in recognition of his leadership 
skills in developing innovative and cost effective solutions for the City of Thornton (City) 
and other jurisdictions, how his engineering solutions are used by surrounding 
communities, and his interest in helping others find solutions to drainage and flood control 
issues, and willingness to listen and explain this very complicated issues to anyone who 
asks; and  
 
 WHEREAS, for the past 10 years Jim has worked for the City as the Senior Civil 
Engineer and serves as the City’s primary liaison with the Urban Drainage and Flood 
Control District (UDFCD) in addition to serving as the City’s Floodplain Manager.  His 
position requires expertise in engineering design and construction for a diverse range of 
projects including roadways, water and sanitary sewer utilities, stormwater drainage, and 
regional transportation.  In addition, he is the City’s liaison for the Regional Transportation 
District’s North Metro Line FasTracks Project where he leads the oversight of the North 
Metro Line design and construction process and in these roles he has provided 
outstanding leadership and expertise in municipal engineering including drainage and 
flood control; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Jim consistently contributes to the advancement of his profession 
through his diligent efforts to train other engineers in the regulations vital to drainage and 
floodplain management, acting as a technical advisor and mentor to younger engineers 
and seasoned staff members; and continues to seek professional training to stay at the 
forefront of his discipline; and  
 
 WHEREAS, his leaderships skills go above and beyond in ensuring that staff 
understands what the projects entail.  He has provided excellent service reviewing capital 
projects and development plans and coordinating with the US Army Corps of Engineers 
on proposed water storage and bridge projects in the floodplain; and   
 
 WHEREAS, as Senior Civil Engineer, he has used his extensive knowledge of 
drainage and floodplain management to recommend engineering solutions that are 
innovative and cost effective, solving problems by thinking outside the box. His ideas 
often cross multi-jurisdictions seeking the optimal solution for all entities involved. His 
active participation in the UDFCD Master Plan updates resulted in innovative 
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recommendations such as the “bathtub” spillway at Big Dry Creek and the Union Pacific 
(now RTD) railroad embankment; allowing 100-year discharges to pass through the 
embankment without overwhelming downstream areas during the majority of storms.  He 
is currently working with Adams County on their project to improve the Hoffman Drainage 
just south of the City limits and with the City of Northglenn and Adams County to 
complete the Grange Hall Creek Major Drainage Way Plan and Flood Hazard Area 
Delineation.  He worked extensively with Northglenn and RTD in their design and 
modeling to formalize detention at the railroad embankment to minimize actual and 
modeled flooding downstream of the railroad embankment at several Grange Hall Creek 
crossings; and  
 

WHEREAS, Jim has been instrumental in ensuring that appropriate documentation 
is submitted for the Community Rating System (CRS) which improved the City’s rating 
from a Class 7 to Class 6 in 2014 and annual recertifications have maintained the Class 6 
rating. This rating change resulted in an additional five percent reduction in the insurance 
premiums for property owners; and 
 
 WHEREAS, early in his career, he advocated for a two-mile corridor masterplan 
for Washington Street north of 144th Avenue.  This plan analyzed several alternatives to 
widen the roadway from a two-lane county road to the ultimate six-lane urban arterial.  
The cost to widen the road to six-lane urban arterial was just 15% more than constructing 
the four-lane road; and 
  
 WHEREAS, as the City’s Floodplain Manager, Jim provides mentoring in 
floodplain management and drainage to others within the City as well as public outreach 
to educate Thornton’s citizens and alleviate issues as they may arise. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

That the City Council wishes to recognize Jim Kaiser for being named the 
Colorado Chapter of the American Public Works Association Professional 
Manager of the Year 2017. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Thornton, Colorado, on  , 2017. 
 
 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 

 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 


